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CFCs in air conditioners, refrigerators, and
other mechanical cooling systems. The
CFCs have also been used as industrial
cleaners and as propellants in aerosol cans,
though they are no longer used as propel-
lants in the United States.
The EPA has also had success in devel-
oping substitute chemicals for CFCs. EPA
scientists are looking at 11 possible candi-
dates, and of these, two look especially
promising, according to N. Dean Smith,
senior project scientist in the Stratospheric
Ozone Protection Branch of EPA. Both
chemicals are fluorated propanes and have
been undergoing testing since November
by the U.S. Navy.
So far, the testing has been successful.
"The research on these two is progressing
at a much faster pace than we had antici-
pated. At this rate, they could be marketed
within a couple ofyears," Smith said. The
chemicals have already passed tests for
flammability and thermaphysical proper-
ties. In tests for atmospheric lifetime, how-
ever, the results were not what the scien-
tists had hoped for.
One of the
chemicals was
found to have
an atmospheric
life of7.8 years,
which is accept-
able, but the
lifetime of the
other chemical
was determined
to be 62 years,
which is longer
than desirable,
Smith said. This
figure is currently
being retested.
Other ongoing
tests on the chemi-
cals include those
for toxicity and per-
formance.
The urgency of
the testing by the
navy is due to the
fact that a CFC cur-
rently used in air
conditioning and
cooling systems on
board ships has to be
phased out by the end
of next year, Smith
said. It appears that the
two chemicals being
tested by EPA have the
capability of replacing
CFCs in navy equip-
ment. If either fails to
be an acceptable re-
placement, the navy
faces very inconvenient
alternatives, Smith said. One would
involve using another chemical such as a
hydrochlorofluorocarbon, but that will also
have to be phased out in time. Another
choice would be to use a newly proposed
substitute chemical, such as an HFC pro-
posed by the NOAA, but the navy would
have to change all of its equipment to
adapt to the new chemical.
Industry is also interested in the 11
new EPA chemicals for use in chillers, heat
pumps, air conditioners, supermarket food
coolers, and foam blowing. Chemical com-
panies are talking to EPA about the substi-
tutes. If tests prove successful, chemical
producers will discuss the possibility of
producing large quantities of these chemi-
cals for commercial use.
Toxic Reporting
The EPA released a proposal January 6
that will require manufacturers to report
more ofthe chemicals they release into the
environment. EPA near-
ly doubled the number
of chemicals on the
Toxic Release Inven-
tory list, from 320 to
more than 630.
"These chemicals
have been assessed for a
while, for carcinogenic-
ity, effect on the envi-
ronment, and effect on
human health, and it
was determined that
they met the criteria
to be added to the
list," saidGwen Brown,
anEPAspokesperson.
Of the 313 new
chemicals on the
list, 170 are used in
the production of
pesticides and her-
bicides. The EPA
plans to provide
citizens with new
information about
their potential ex-
posure to these
chemicals.
EPA Admin-
istrator Carol
Browner called
the expansion of
the list ofchemicals
"an important step
forward in ... putting
people first. We believe
Americans have a right to
knowabout the toxicchem-
icals theyare exposed to."
Manufacturing facilities
have been required for the last
five years to report toxic chemical emis-
sions into the air, water, and the ground
through annual TRI forms under Section
313 of the Emergency Planning and
Community Right-to-Know Act. The TRI
is based on acute human health effects, car-
cinogenicity, or other chronic hazards of
the chemicals. The public can access the
reports through the TRI database.
Citizens groups and environmentalists
have used the reports to hold manufactur-
ers accountable and seek emission reduc-
tions. "Citizens have used [statistics] to put
a spotlight on companies and provide an
incentive for them to reduce emissions,"
said Ed Hopkins of Public Citizen, a
Washington-based advocacy group that
examines the release numbers each year in
an attempt to establish trends.
Among the chemicals added to the list
are the widely produced compounds
bromine, caprolactam, carbon monoxide,
chlorinated paraffins, chlorofluorocarbons,
hydrochlorofluorocarbons, man-made
mineral fibers, nicotine, nitrogen dioxide,
ozone, and sulfur dioxide. Several pharma-
ceutical ingredients that are proposed
include diphenylamine, lithium carbonate,
pentobarbital sodium, and tetracycline
hydrochloride.
The proposed additions that are used
to manufacture pesticides include beno-
myl, the active ingredient in DuPont's
controversial fungicide Benlate. Other
active ingredients of pesticides proposed
for the list include alachlor, aldicarb, bro-
macil, diazinon, and malathion.
The proposal requires that manufactur-
ing facilities include the additional chemi-
cals on their 1996 TRI forms, which cover
releases for 1995. After expansion of the
list, EPA anticipates receiving about
26,000 more reports and hearing from
2,400 more facilities. Industry costs of
reporting are projected at $155 million the
first year and $85 million the second year.
EPA is also planning to require addi-
tional types of industries to report toxic
emissions. "We plan later this year to
announce a second phase to the list,
although we are not sure of a date yet,"
Brown said. The second phase will include
additional facilities as well as more chemi-
cals, she said.
Currently, only manufacturers are
required to submit TRI reports. The new
TRI proposal will require manufacturers of
pesticides to report the release ofchemicals
into the environment, but it will not
require farmers, the major users of such
chemicals, to make any reports. Envir-
onmentalists have been campaigning with
EPA and Congress to hold farmers
accountable for information on pesticide
use because runoff from farmland is a
major cause ofriver and lake pollution.
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